
WELLINGTON 

THEOLOGICAL 

CONSORTIUM 

WORKSHOP
with Chris Longhurst

28 August 2021





Where did all the blue skies go?

Poison is the wind that blows

oil wasted on the ocean and upon our seas

fish full of mercury

oh Jesus, mercy, mercy me, 

radiation underground and in the sky

animals and birds who live nearby are dying

what about this overcrowded land?

How much more abuse from man can she stand?

1971





OUTLINE
Defining ecojustice & introducing two key workshop questions 

Our responses to the questions 

Contribution of Māori knowledge or Mātauranga and kaupapa Māori 

NIWA - A Crown Research Institute in Aotearoa New Zealand 



OUTLINE

Romans 8:22-23 & two more workshop questions 

How we commit ourselves to ecojustice

ERA: Education, Research & Action 

The purpose of ecojustice

Environmental ethics: Eco-feminism solving a dilemma



Intended Learning Outcomes
1. Intellectual skill

◦ Explain what ecojustice is and where this topic fits into the 
broader conversation

2. Emotional skill

◦ Reinforce sensitivity towards instances of environmental injustice

3. Ethical skill

◦ Apply environmental ethics in speech and actions around care 
for our common homeland  especially in relation to land, 
creation, and humans 



ECOJUSTICE
AKA CLIMATE JUSTICE

DEFINITION

Giving what is due to the environment

A set of attitudes about justice and the environment

“Human wellbeing on a thriving earth



What is due to …  

LAND

WHENUA

CREATION

MAURI

HUMANS

TĀNGATA

The Environment





WORKSHOP QUESTIONS

1. What is due to the environment?

2. What is our duty?

We cannot just say… justice, redemption, restoration, etc.



MĀTAURANGA

Māori knowledge in response to ecoinjustice

https://niwa.co.nz/about/our-mission

https://niwa.co.nz/about/our-mission




TE KŪWAHA
of NIWA

Making a difference

https://niwa.co.nz/te-kuwaha

https://niwa.co.nz/te-k%C5%ABwaha




https://youtu.be/TEbauKkzpOI

https://youtu.be/TEbauKkzpOI


ECOJUSTICE
WORKSHOP QUESTION 1

What is due to the environment?



ECOJUSTICE
WORKSHOP QUESTION 2

What is our duty?

…to ensure that humanity does not destroy the earth…

What is our duty to ensure that humanity does not destroy the earth?



Types of Environmental Ethics

•Social ecology - the study of human beings and their 

relation to their environment.

•Deep ecology - promoting that all beings have an intrinsic 

value.

•Ecofeminism - the idea that earth is a woman to be 

respected in a better way.







Environmental ethics
My backyard, or your backyard?

Climate Justice 
◦ The disproportional 

impact of climate 

change on poor and 

marginalized 

populations.

Climate Equity 
◦Who should bear the 

burden of responsibility 

for addressing climate 

change?



Environmental ethics
Solving a dilemma

1. What place is there for creative human 

input/personal responsibility in the process of 

decision-making? 

2. In other words, how much personal discretion do 

we have when it comes to responding to the 

environmental problem?



Purpose of Ecojustice

FOSTERING STABILITY AND 
DIVERSITY WITHIN AND 

BETWEEN SELF-SUSTAINING 

ECOSYSTEMS

HARMONY AND BALANCE IN 
NATURE AND WITHIN 

COMPETITIVE BIOLOGICAL 

SYSTEMS

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT



ECOJUSTICE
PURPOSE

From The Adelaide Declaration on Religion and the 

Environment, Nov. 1997



“We commit ourselves to joining with the earth community
in its struggle for justice by listening to the cries of the whole
earth community and working with the earth community to
repair the damage we have done to God’s earth. We also
commit ourselves to working with the whole earth
community to nurture life, both sentient and non-sentient,
and to developing ways of living that sustain all life.”





ROMANS 8:22-23

Two questions for our group discussion

https://www.biblegateway.com/audio/mclean/niv/Rom.8.18-Rom.8.25


HOW DOES 
CREATION GROAN?

Romans 8:22



HOW DO WE FIND OURSELVES 
IN THE MIDDLE OF A 

GROANING CREATION?

Romans 8:18-23



ECO-JUSTICE
EDUCATION, RESEARCH & ACTION

Young people and educators are more involved 

than policy makers and government leaders.

Why?



ECO-JUSTICE
ACTION

1. Legal action to defend nature

2. Regulate global warming

3. Community programmes



ECOJUSTICE
ACTION

It all starts with the law



ECOJUSTICE
EDUCATION

An emerging framework for analyzing

the roots of ecological violence



ECOJUSTICE
WORKSHOP QUESTION 3

Why should we care about what is happening to the environment?



ECOJUSTICE
SIX PRINCIPLES

Joey Clavijo. “Ecojustice can lead us back to 
the garden” IN FAITH (15.06.15.2020)

Kaitiakianga

?

Te Ha

Te Ha

WHAKAPAPA

WAIRUA



ECO-THEOLOGY



What ultimately happens to the planet in God’s overall plan?





END


