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“Humanity is waging war on nature. This is suicidal.”

UN Secretary General António Guterres’
State of the Planet report, Dec 2020

• https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2020-12-
02/secretary-generals-address-columbia-university-the-
state-of-the-planet-scroll-down-for-language-versions

“We are facing a devastating pandemic,
new heights of global heating, new lows of 
ecological degradation and new setbacks 
in our work towards global goals for more 
equitable, inclusive and sustainable 
development.

To put it simply,
the state of the planet is broken.

Dear friends,
humanity is waging war on nature. 

This is suicidal.” 

https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2020-12-02/secretary-generals-address-columbia-university-the-state-of-the-planet-scroll-down-for-language-versions
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Stockholm Resilience Centre 
https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/planetary-boundaries.html

https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/planetary-boundaries.html


Co-crises of climate and biodiversity…
…their solutions are inter-dependent

• https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/10/climate/biodiversity
-collapse-climate-change.html

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/10/climate/biodiversity-collapse-climate-change.html


The Living Planet Index
• Populations of mammals, birds, amphibians, reptiles and fish shrank by 68% on 

average between 1970 and 2016
• Human activity is thought to be causing species to disappear around 100 times 

faster than the natural background rate

• https://livingplanet.panda.org/en-nz/

https://livingplanet.panda.org/en-nz/


4 value chains have caused
90% of biodiversity loss

• https://web-assets.bcg.com/fb/5e/74af5531468e9c1d4dd5c9fc0bd7/bcg-
the-biodiversity-crisis-is-a-business-crisis-mar-2021-rr.pdf

https://web-assets.bcg.com/fb/5e/74af5531468e9c1d4dd5c9fc0bd7/bcg-the-biodiversity-crisis-is-a-business-crisis-mar-2021-rr.pdf


C0-crises of climate and nature
• These dangers are well documented. For 

example, the World Economic Forum has long 
ranked climate breakdown, biodiversity loss 
and ecosystem collapse in the top five threats 
to humanity in its annual Global Risks Report.

• In response the Forum launched a few years 
ago its Nature Action Agenda which includes 
three reports on the New Nature Economy.

https://www.weforum.org/reports/the-global-risks-report-2021
https://www.weforum.org/projects/nature-action-agenda
https://www.weforum.org/reports/new-nature-economy-report-series


Nature-based Solutions
• Nature4Climate says these…

• Can reduce global emissions by 
1/3 in cost-effective ways

• …while lifting 1bn people out of 
poverty; create 80m jobs; add 
US$2.3tr to the global economy, 
and prevent US$3.7tr of climate 
change damages

• The are available today, are 
scalable, and can transform key 
industry sectors, such as forestry 
and agriculture

https://nature4climate.org/

https://nature4climate.org/


New Zealand’s boundary breaches

• https://www.mfe.govt.nz/sites/default/files/medi
a/Climate%20Change/A%20Safe%20Operating
%20Space%20for%20NZ%20Aotearoa%20-
%20Translating%20the%20planetary%20bound
aries%20framework.pdf

https://www.mfe.govt.nz/sites/default/files/media/Climate%20Change/A%20Safe%20Operating%20Space%20for%20NZ%20Aotearoa%20-%20Translating%20the%20planetary%20boundaries%20framework.pdf


Climate strike…Auckland, September 20th, 2019
• In NZ, 170,000 people marched

• Our 2nd largest public protest
• = 3.7% of NZ’s population

• 3.5% is threshold at which 
protests successfully trigger big 
social and political changes 
which transform societies

• …study by Professor Erica 
Chenoweth of Harvard

• …based on her analysis of 323 
mass actions in countries 
around the world 1900 – 2006

• https://www.ericachenoweth.com/research/wcrw

• TEDx: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJSehRlU34w

https://www.ericachenoweth.com/research/wcrw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJSehRlU34w




Here…Generation Zero
• 2016: Launched a campaign for a Zero Carbon Act

• …only a handful of people showed up…but they persevered
• 2017: Labour adopted in as a campaign promise
• 2019: ZCA became law…fundamental framework for our climate crisis response



Climate 
Change 
Commission

• https://www.climatec
ommission.govt.nz/

https://www.climatecommission.govt.nz/




2021: Our big decision year
• Thanks to Zero Carbon Act:

Timetable for 3 x 5-year carbon budgets & emission reduction pathways to 2035:
✔ February 1 – Commission published draft carbon budgets and pathways

✔ Feb 1 – March 28 - Public consultation – 15,500 submissions received

✔ May 31 – Commission submitted its final proposals to government

• October? - Parliament votes on carbon budgets…the big test for National

• October? – Government decides on increased climate commitment to the UN

• December 31 – Deadline for government’s Emissions Reduction Plan





Climate Commission: Our shrinking carbon budgets



Less emissions reduction = greater burden on forests





“…the shift...will be profound and widespread”
• “…the shift from the old economy

to a new, low-emissions economy
will be profound and widespread,
transforming land use, the energy system,
production methods and technology,
regulatory frameworks and institutions,
and business and political culture.”

• New Zealand Productivity Commission
Low carbon economy, August 2017



Community
• Issues are increasingly global…solutions are increasingly local
• ...to achieve an unprecedented speed, scale and complexity of change

• Solutions require very strong, learning communities…some attributes:
• Common sense
• Common purpose
• Common wealth

• Places where individuals are valued, helped, encouraged…
• …in return, we all participate, change

• We each can only do our infinitesimally small part…
• …but if an infinitely largely number of do so, we can change the world
• …beginning in our own backyards



Aotearoa Circle - Fenwick Forum

• https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5bb6cb19c2ff61422a0d7b17/t/5ef16ab4eade2b25c640ad14/1592879840886/The+F
enwick+Forum+Report+June+2020.pdf

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5bb6cb19c2ff61422a0d7b17/t/5ef16ab4eade2b25c640ad14/1592879840886/The+Fenwick+Forum+Report+June+2020.pdf


Fenwick Forum
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• Auckland Writers’ Festival, May 2019  
http://www.writersfestival.co.nz/look-and-
listen/videos/Page1/doughnut-economics-kate-raworth-
2019/

• New Plymouth, Just Transition Summit, 
May 2019

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FJBPtWitZ3k

Kate Raworth in Aotearoa

http://www.writersfestival.co.nz/look-and-listen/videos/Page1/doughnut-economics-kate-raworth-2019/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FJBPtWitZ3k


…one of Raworth’s presentations in NZ, May 2019
• https://www.mbie.govt.nz/dmsdocument/5722-doughnut-economics-kate-raworth

https://www.mbie.govt.nz/dmsdocument/5722-doughnut-economics-kate-raworth


• https://doughnute
conomicsnz.com/

https://doughnuteconomicsnz.com/


“Casting our nets”
• Back in 1900, Āpirana Ngata, the Ngāti Porou leader and scholar,

wrote of mātauranga Māori and mātauranga Pākeha…

• …and the great benefit of "casting our nets between them,” rather than 
fishing in one or the other 



Te Ao expression
of the Doughnut

https://www.projectmoonshot.city/post/an-indigenous-view-
on-doughnut-economics-from-new-zealand

https://www.projectmoonshot.city/post/an-indigenous-view-on-doughnut-economics-from-new-zealand


Pope Francis’s encyclical “Praise Be”, 2015
“On Care for our Common Home”

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html


• https://interfaithscotland.org/climate-action-
resources

• https://interfaithscotland.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/05/Briefing-for-Faith-
Communities-and-Actions-for-COP26-updated-24-
May-21.pdf

Interfaith at COP26
• …here in Aotearoa:

• An interfaith group
will soon complete
a public petition to the
government…

..urging a big increase 
in Aotearoa’s
climate commitments 
at the United Nations 
at COP26



“We are not consumers of what God has made.
We are are in communion with it.”

• Archbishop Rowan Williams



Let the pain of the world seize us by the throat.
Listen for Jesus calling us all out of
our tombs of despair and apathy.

May the shock of baptismal dying once more set us afire.
This place we call home is meant to be
a new heaven, a new earth, a holy city, a new Jerusalem.

It is the sparks in the stubble that will make it so.

The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, Presiding Bishop, The Episcopal Church
All Saints Sunday, November 5th, 2006, Washington National Cathedral


